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Thank you for joining us today to discuss what is quickly becoming a critical situation for South Carolina’s public schools.

My name is Bruce Davis.

I currently serve as president of the South Carolina School Boards Association, representing school boards governing the state’s 85 school districts. I am also a school board member in Hampton Two School District.

Joining me are 80-plus school board members, superintendents and public education advocates from the midlands and lower parts of the state. 
They are here participating in the association’s first of two Days At The Capitol. This is an annual event for school board members to discuss education issues with members of the South Carolina General Assembly.

Our message to lawmakers today?  --- Enough is enough! No more budget cuts, mandates or excuses.

The South Carolina School Boards Association and the South Carolina Association of School Administrators have joined forces to launch the “Enough is enough” initiative. This initiative includes two action steps for school boards and superintendents.

First, we are calling upon the state’s 85 school boards to adopt a resolution urging lawmakers to address the funding crisis impacting the quality of education of our state’s 700,000 public school children.

Specifically, the resolution urges the General Assembly to support 

1. maximum financial flexibility for local school districts and to hold temporarily the Index of Taxpaying Ability as published in February 2009.

2. to support new revenue streams for schools such as 
· removing tax exemptions, 
· enforcing online sales tax collections, and
· increasing the State’s lowest-in-the-nation cigarette tax to the national average to provide a portion of the proceeds to prevent the loss of more K-12 teacher jobs.

3. to support an immediate moratorium on any further laws that will grant more tax exemptions or increase school district financial obligations at the local level without adequate and recurring state funding. This means to immediately stop giving favorable consideration to legislation such as the Point of Sale bill that would result in the loss of millions of dollars for schools, and the bill to revise the Charter School Act, which would drain millions of dollars from traditional public schools. Money that is already committed to serving the students in our schools.
As of this morning, 25 school boards have reported to us that they have adopted the resolution and more are scheduled to adopt it within the next few weeks. This has been a tremendous response given that the request was sent to school districts last Monday – a week ago. 
The second part of the Enough is enough initiative is for school boards and superintendents to begin holding education funding meetings in their school districts to educate staff, parents and their communities about how they are addressing the funding shortfalls from the state and what steps they will likely have to take to address next year’s funding projections which reflect 1995 funding levels. Let me say that again. We will be funded as if it were 1995 – 15 years ago.

Legislators often say “our state cannot afford incremental improvement in education.” Funding that will take us back to 1995 will make it extremely difficult to maintain, much less sustain, the improvements we have made since then.

Teachers, parents and our local communities need to know that our hands at the local level are tied. 

Recent changes in the state’s tax laws has shifted more of the funding responsibility for our schools to the State and tied our hands at the local level to make up or lessen shortfalls. 

When school boards are forced to cut teachers, eliminate popular programs and services that our students and parents demand, I can assure you that those are decisions we do NOT want to have to make BUT we have few options.
The time is now for school boards to speak out. 
The unprecedented funding cuts -- totaling $484 million statewide over the past two years -- are changing the face of education for an entire generation of children. Educational programs have been cut to the bone and in some cases down to the marrow.

It is time for South Carolina to say public education is an investment we cannot afford to cut --- it is essential to the future of this state.
Thank you and now I will turn it over to Dr. Jefferson.
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