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It is my privilege to serve as this year’s President of the Superintendents’ Division of the South Carolina Association of School Administrators. 
SCASA joins with school boards across our state to say enough is enough. Our children cannot afford any more cuts, mandates, or excuses TO NOT DO what is right.

While members of the General Assembly debate short-term fixes – if that’s what you want to call cuts - to get us through another year of falling revenues, our students are the ones who must shoulder the long-term implications of those decisions.
While the $484 million in cuts to education over the past two years have impacted school districts differently, the end results are the same – less services and programs our children need.

Districts have used funds from reserves to get through the year. I submit to you that most districts are digging deeply into their reserves just to keep the ship from sinking.

Most have let vacant positions remain vacant. We’ve cut support services such as after school learning centers, field trips, and reading support programs. 

More than 20 school districts have implemented furloughs for teachers and administrators. 

We have increased class sizes and used the flexibility authority given to us by the General Assembly to lessen the impact on classroom instruction. We strongly urge the General Assembly to focus on every scrap of flexibility for school district funding.
Now, we face a budget for next year that plummets to funding levels from 1995.

You know, when gasoline was $1 a gallon. Prior to the Education Accountability Act. Prior to the Education and Economic Development Act. Prior to the Charter School Act. And I could go on.
Just yesterday, headlines in one local newspaper (Rock Hill) announced the cutting of 45 positions in one school district and another 47 positions in a neighboring district for next year.

There will be more of those headlines as school districts complete their budget process in the next couple of months.

Parents are going to start feeling some pain.

As educators, we cannot no longer sit back and quietly absorb the cuts and hope our parents, students and communities don’t see we are hurting.

We are at a critical point. It’s time we speak out. 

We have to talk about what these cuts have meant for our students and explain the bitter realities of future cuts to our parents and communities.
Educators throughout South Carolina remain committed to our mission of educating every child.

Unquestionably, my fellow superintendents and I face huge challenges every day. 

As we confront these challenges, we ask for support and for state leadership that will do what is right for our students.

Thank you.
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