
No more cuts, mandates or excuses.

Dear

Our schools over the past two years have received unprecedented 
amounts of cuts.  Next year’s budget being considered by the House 
projects a base student cost of $1,630 - the same level provided by 
the State in 1995. That was 15 years ago! We are likely to get another 
$9 million cut from Education Improvement Act funds, which have 
already been cut by $112 million over the past two years. These cuts 
threaten our ability to sustain the gains we’ve made and impair our 
State’s economic development efforts. I ask that you:

•	 support local funding flexibility and a temporary freeze of the 
Index of Taxpaying Ability as published in February 2009;

•	 oppose any legislation that would mandate new programs, 
spending or financial obligations; and

•	 support new revenue streams such as removing outdated tax 
exemptions and increasing  the lowest-in-the-nation cigarette tax to 
the national average
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